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Morris Campus Assembly
May 8, 1972
Minutes
Business from the Curriculum Committee brought before the Assembly for
action was passed by voice vote with no discussion as follows:
Proposal #1
History 3110, 3121, 3131, 3141, 3200, 3210, 3220, 3450, 3510, 3520,
and 3530 may be repeated with consent of instructor. (Appropriate
editing of the Bulletin to reflect this would be done when we next
prepare Bulletin copy, and the change would meanwhile be reflected
in the 1972-73 schedule listing.)
Proposal #2
History majors may elect to take history courses on the P-N grading
system.
The following was reported for information from the Curriculum Committee.
Recognizing the importance of an exposure to non-western cultures in
the liberal arts experience particularly from an interdisciplinary
point of view, and recognizing the scarcity of courses in this area in
the UMM curriculum, the Curriculum Committee:
1) Encourages faculty to consider the inclusion of courses related
to non-western cultures in the development of curricular programs;
2) Encourages faculty to offer studies related to non-western cultures
in presently existing Topics Courses and Directed Studies Courses;
3) Encourages the campus community to develop co-curricular activities
related to non-western cultures such as convocations, music and
fine arts programs, and foreign exchange programs.
It was announced by Provost Imholte that the item from the Executive
Committee on Campus Governance would be temporarily withdrawn from the
agenda.
The next item for action was the New Mission Statement for UMM from the
UMM Academic Mission Statement Commission.
The relationship between the statement and changes it implies was discussed,
characterizing such implied changes as not necessarily following from
the statement, but the statement viewed as a commitment to move toward
such changes through normal committee and Assembly actions.
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The encouragement to freedom as. given in the statement was discussed
in relation to tendencies to "beat the system" or irresponsibility.
Positive reward to encourage responsible action was stated as a means
of counter-acting such possible results of freedom rather than the
giving of punishments to prevent misuse of the system.
The question was raised concerning the function and publication of the
proposed Mission Statement in the bulletin.
John Diehl moved to amend the first paragraph of the statement to read
as follows:
"The University of Minnesota, Morris is, by design, a small liberal
arts college. It serves students from throughout Minnesota as well
as students from other states and nations. Its size and function
as a school of liberal arts contribute to its special character.
High levels of achievement are sought in an atmosphere of informality
where such institutional forms as exist are subject to recurrent
appraisal and where thoughtful innovation and renovation are encouraged."
Seconded by Peter French.
Discussion on the amendment focused upon procedural objections of making
large amendments from the floor of the Assembly and also isolated elements
of the amendment such as the word "small."
An amendment to the amendment by Peter French to delete the word "small"
from the amendment failed 28 to 21.
A quorum was called and it was lacking.
pt

The Assembly adjourned.

